


Mission Statement 

The Central Okanagan Bursary and Scholarship Society 
(COBSS) is a non-profit group of volunteers from the 

Central Okanagan area who are dedicated to providing 
financial assistance to our Grade 12 graduates in order 
that they may further their  post-secondary education.



HARRY DEWAR 
School District No 23 Administrator

In 1971, he challenged the community to support 
high school graduates going on to post-secondary 

education.



KEN HARDING
COBSS Founder, 1971

Whillis Harding Insurance, Kelowna



LOU DEDINSKY
COBSS Founder, 1971

School District No 23 Administrator



ROSEMARY KING
COBSS Founder, 1971
School District No. 23



Never doubt one person can make a difference!

Thank you to the 
Founders who created 

COBSS



The Beginning of a Vision in 1971:

• 7 awards allocated
• $800 total value of awards



The Vision of COBSS 
continues to grow



In the past 13 years, COBSS 
allocated $5.6 million in 

awards, thanks to generous 
local donors



In 2017, the 12 member schools are: 

Aberdeen Hall Preparatory School Central School

École de L’anse au Sable George Elliott Secondary School

Heritage Christian School Heritage Christian Online School

Immaculata Regional High School Kelowna Christian School

Kelowna Senior Secondary Mount Boucherie Senior Secondary

Okanagan Mission Secondary Rutland Senior Secondary



COBSS TEAM
Executive

Administrative Assistant

School 
Counsellors

Community 
Members

Chartered 
Accountant

Financial 
Management 
Advisor



…and the tree of generous donors continues to grow and blossom



COBSS Statistics for 2016:
• 579 applicants
• 533 awards
• $432,270 value of awards
• 68.74% of applicants received an award



DONORS

Service Clubs Individuals

Families

School PACsChurch Groups

Former Recipients

Businesses



Student Perspective



The Cost of Education
-A Comparison-



COBSS Timeline
• Student online application
• Allocation of awards
• Presentation of awards at graduation ceremony
• Redemption of awards 



Be the change in the life of a Central Okanagan Student

Consider investing in their post-secondary education through the 
Central Okanagan Bursary and Scholarship Society



Thank you


