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History and Mission

Founded in 1971
Celebrating 50 years of community support for students’ 
post secondary education 

Mission Statement
The Central Okanagan Bursary and Scholarship Society 
(COBSS) is a non-profit society made up of dedicated 
local volunteers. Together with the community, we help 
provide financial assistance to Grade 12 grads pursuing 
post-secondary education



Founders

Ken Harding
Whillis Harding 

Insurance

Harry Dewar
SD23 Administrator

Rosemary King
SD23 

Administrator

Lou Dedinsky
SD23 Administrator



How we have grown

1971
7 awards 
$800

2024
594 awards
$588,223

Total Past 17 years
$7.4 million 



JUNE 2026 C.O.B.S.S. awards

583 COBSS 
awards

Total value 
of awards  
$603,811

633 Student 
applications



Community awards

• Criteria set by donor
– Individuals
– Sport groups 
– Community groups (e.g., Rotary, CFUW, Lions Clubs)
– Local Businesses
– Memorials 

– Comes from the community and stays in the community



Blandon Sisters - full circle



What types of awards?

Bursary Scholarship Award



Team & partners

ADMINISTRATI
VE ASSISTANT DONORS SD 23

VOLUNTEER 
PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTANT

GRADUATING 
STUDENTS

SCHOOL 
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VOLUNTEER 
COMMUNITY 

MEMBERS

FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 

ADVISOR

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS



GRADUATING 
Students

One application submitted 
online - access to hundreds of 
awards

Counsellor coordination and 
support

Member schools (SD 23 public 
schools, Independent schools)



1. Be a Canadian citizen, permanent resident or refugee living 
within the boundaries of Central Okanagan Public Schools.

2. Must be applying/have applied and plan to attend FULL 
TIME at an accredited post-secondary institution in 
September of graduation year.

3. Obtain a minimum of 60% average in all grade 11 and 12 
courses.

4. Registered in a minimum of six (6) courses during grade 12 
year, and will complete a minimum of six (6) courses by 
June 30th not including the grade 12 Capstone Careers 
course.

5. Have potential to graduate for the first time this June.
6. Attending one of the member schools of COBSS as their 

home school during graduation year.

ELIGIBILITY



MEMBER SCHOOLS Aberdeen Hall Preparatory School

Central Programs & Services

Ecole de L’anse au Sable

eSchool23

Flex Academy

George Elliot Secondary School

Kelowna Christian School

Kelowna Secondary School

Heritage Christian Online School

Immaculata Regional High School

Mount Boucherie Secondary School

Okanagan Christian School

Okanagan Mission Secondary School

Rutland Senior Secondary School



PROCESS

COUNSELLOR 
INFORMATION 

SESSION 
(NOVEMBER)

ONLINE 
APPLICATION 

(DEC-JAN)
ALLOCATION 

(MAR-APR)

GRAD 
CEREMONY 

PRESENTATION
S

(MAY-JUNE)

FUNDS ISSUED 
TO 

EDCUATIONAL 
INSTITUTION



MY APPLICATION 

There are ten sections and the Application 
Completion step to be completed.
When a section is completed, the check  
mark will be green.



•    This is where your personality shows 
     through and helps the committee with 
     its decision.
•    BE CREATIVE, HONEST and CONCISE
    and remember to proofread your answers.

•  With your words, you are trying to create a   
    vision in the donor’s mind of who you are, 
    what your goals and dreams are and why  
    you deserve to be selected for the award.

MY APPLICATION



MY APPLICATION

QUESTION 1:

What are your educational/career plans?  
Describe the experiences that have contributed 
to these plans.

TIPS:
• Try to be original and creative.
• Do not start with “My name is____ and I am in grade 12 at ____.”



MY APPLICATION

QUESTION 2: 

For the selection committee, describe the three 
qualities that best demonstrate your character.  
Use examples from your life to illustrate these 
qualities.

TIPS:
• Try to get across who you are and what you are about in words. 
• You want to stand out in the sea of applications. 



MY APPLICATION

QUESTION 3:

Describe your family (include custodial and 
non-custodial parent information).  Explain 
any financial and non-financial struggles that 
you may have encountered.

TIPS:
• Remember that financial need is one of the areas that selection is 

based on for COBSS awards.  

• This is a snapshot of your current family and financial situation.  



MY APPLICATION

Eg. of Community& School Based Involvement & 
Achievement:
  (use the green + button to add details to each section)

Club volleyb



STATEMENT OF REFERENCE 

•     Consider community people, employers, and teachers as potential referees. 
(One teacher and one community reference is recommended.)
•     Choose referees carefully and contact them in advance for permission.



SELECT AWARDS

Click on APPLY FOR THIS AWARD



PROCESS

COUNSELLOR 
INFORMATION 

SESSION 
(NOVEMBER)

ONLINE 
APPLICATION 

(DEC-JAN)
ALLOCATION 

(MAR-APR)

GRAD 
CEREMONY 

PRESENTATION
S

(MAY-JUNE)

FUNDS ISSUED 
TO 

EDCUATIONAL 
INSTITUTION

Applications read only by 
counsellors, donors and 
COBSS members.
Confidentiality paramount



SELECTION IS 
BASED ON THE 
FOLLOWING THREE 
AREAS:

1. FINANCIAL NEED – based on line 
15000 of tax return and any special 
circumstances

1. ACADEMIC ABILITY – the average of 
student’s Grade 11 and Grade 12 marks

1. ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP – such as 
involvement in school and community



If you are a COBSS award recipient, please:
•        Write an immediate thank you        

note to your donor.

•        A follow up thank you note in the 
early fall is always a kind gesture.

PLEASE REMEMBER

TIP:

• Keep a binder of all your awards so that you can track 

them accurately and use them before they expire.



Cost of 
education

1Employment and Social Development Canada's (ESDC) Canadian Post-

Secondary Institution Collection (CPIC) database found 
at. www.newswire.ca, January 2024

https://www2.gov.bc.ca
/assets/gov/education/p
ost-secondary-
education/data-
research/bc_tuition_fees.
pdf

http://www.newswire.ca/
http://www.newswire.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/data-research/bc_tuition_fees.pdf


Your gift makes a difference!



Thank you Central Okanagan Bursary And 
Scholarship Society

• Address: 110-1040 Hollywood Rd S, Kelowna, 
BC, V1X 4N2

• Phone: 250 870 5185

• Email: cobss@sd23.bc.ca

tel:250%20861-4980
mailto:cobss@shaw.ca
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